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H EAVER 
MOST CLEARLY DISCOVERED: 


AND 
The manner how to walk in this Way 
exactly deſcribed. 


With a brief Vindication of the 


Church of England 


Againſt all ber Enemies. 


Zy Nicholas P hilips, late (;haplain to Hu | 
Majeſty's Garriſon in the Iſles of Silly. \ 
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LON DON, Printed for T. Brown, 1 681. 


| To "7 Dear Mother, 
The Church of England. 


Deareſt Mother, 
Eſtcemed it a great happineſs, that I had the ho- 
tt to have my New Birth from thy Womb, and 
to be \uckled up from my Cradle with the ſweer 
Milk of thy {yncere Doctrine. And if thou be nor 
aſhamed of ſuch a Son, next to my Chriſtianity, I 
cteem it wry greateſt glory to have had ſuch a Mo- 
ther. 

Bur I eſteem it a greater happineſs, that I had the 
Grace given me to ſtick xo thee in thy adverlity, and 
not to-leave thee; nor to turn from following after 
thee, when thou wert turn'd from a Naemy into a 
Marah, and all thy beaury and pleaſantneſs was chang- 
ed into deformity and ſorrow. | 
\But© 1 eſtgern it my greateſt happineſs, that upon 
the turning of thy Captivity, and the recovering of 
thy priſtine Beauty and Splendour , thou haſt not 
cockered me with thy Smiles and Favours (Proſperity 
being of all eſtates the moſt dangerous Enemy unto 
Piety) but Kept me under with thy Frowns and Cen- 
lures, the Furnace of AMiction, always cauſing the 
Fire of Piery to burn the brighter. 


Ld 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

And though the unkindneſs of Friends wound deep. 
er than do the Swords of Enemies; yet as no oppoli- 
tion of Foe could, ſo no'unkindneſs of Friend ſhall, 
divorce me from thee. And I am as unſeparably 
devoted to thee, as Ruth was unto her Naomy ; The 
Lord do ſo to me and more alſo, if ought but Death part thee 
and me. And I am immutably, 


Thy Dutiful and Obedient, 


, Though Unworthy Son, 


Nich, Philips 
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Afts 2t47. 
The Lord added to the Church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 


Heſe words are the concluſion of the Hiſtory , which St. 
Luke gives us, of 'the firſt gathering of the Huly Catholick 
Church by the Apoſtles of our Lord and Saviour, immedi- 
ately upon his glorious Aſcenſion inro Heaven, and the gra- 
cious Deſcenfion of the Holy Ghoſt upon them at Feryſa!em upon tie 
day of Pentecoſt. 
\ Chriſts Church like a grainof Muſtard Seed, unto which ite compares 
it inthe Goſpel , from a ſmall Seed grew up by d:grees into ſo great a tre, 
that it was able in a'ſhort time , to afford ſheicer and protection to the 
Fouls of the Air, unto ſuch as from-all parts of the worid, unto which 
the Air lies open; ſhould repairauuto it : And according to the predi- 
tion of the Goſpel Prophet Eſay ch.60. xlt. his little ove ſoon became 4 
thouſand , -and his ſmall one a great Nation. 
Chriſt at the firſt Gathering of his Church called only the twelve A- 
poltles, at.10. Afterward, he enlarged their number, by adding to 
them the 750 Diſciples , Luke 10. After his glorious Aſcenſion into 
Heaven , and when the Church was met together , for the chuſing of 
a Apoſtle, into the room of the Traitor Fx4d:s, we find them increa- 
kd to the number of an hundred and twenty , A#s 1.15. But upon the 
acious Deſcenſion of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles at Jeruſaicm 
apon the day of Pentecoſt, we find it to grow up ſo faſt that on that 
rery day as is teſtifyed here, v.!41. no leſs than 3000 Souls were added 
. Uto it. | 
And theſe 3000,being by the Apoſtles miraculous ſpeaking of all Lan- 
mages, gathered from out of allNations under Heaven, weie Primitiz 
Eccleſie Catholice , The Firſt Fruits of the Holy Catholick Church. Hi- 
tierto the Church had been national, and ſingular, confined within the 
limits of the Jewiſh Nation ,, with whom God dealt better than with o- 
tierpeople, gave his word unto Jacob, his Statutes and Ordinances un- 
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to Iſrael, P/al.147.19. But from henceforth it grew to be Catholick and 
Univerſal, extendingit ſelf into all Lands, and conſiſting of the Faith. 
ful in all Nations, who though divided in body.are united in Soul, knit 
togerher by Faith , as the Mcmbers of a Natural Body are by joynts and 
* ſinews in one Communion and Fellowſhip.,in the Myſtic2l Budy of Chriſt, 
h2ving all one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, Fph.4.5. 
And that there isno ſalvation to be obtained by' any one, ef what | 
= People, nation or Language,of what Age, Sex, or Condition ſoever,that 
is not added unto.and made a Member of this Holy Catholick Church: 
The ſacrediy-inſpired penman of: the Holy:Ghoft, St. Zxke here afſurks 
us,by telling us, That the Lord added to'the Church daily, ſuch as ſhould 
be ſaved. R971 
ln handling of which ſacred Maxim and Pofition I fhall (Grace aſlift- 
ing me) ſhew you, 4813-55 
- 1. What the Churchis. 
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2. That Salvation is not to be obtained-any: otlier way than by be- il © 

ing added unto it. -: V ETAL, Te » 

3. That the principal Agent in this work of. Salvation is Almigh- , 

ty Gd, and that it is the Lotd that daily adds.men untothe Church, : 

4. The means and inſtruments, which God ordinarily makes-ufe - 

of in this great work of Mans Salvation. E- ſ 

5. Andlafly, che means which men, who are put into the. ſtate of Ml ' 
Satvztion, and added to-the Church, muſt be careful.to uſe. if they will 

keep themle!ves in the Unity and Community. of. the: Church, ard. in U 

the {tate of Salvation. And, - St | 91: TC o>: & (x 


Firſt, Of the Church. | _ 2-4 
Cimrch is a word of various ſignification,, and ini ſeveral. ſenſes. ſhall W ® 
we find it uſed in holy Scripture ;- but chiefly it ſignifies, and moſtly it Wl ® 
is there u'e41 for the whole number of the Elect, that. ever were of ever 
ſhell be in the world, in what place ſoeyer, either.in Heaven. or. Earth, . 
they are diſperſed. So that this Holy Catholick Church conſiſts oftwo J 
Principal parts : 2 
1. Of the Triumphant part in Heaven, where the departed Saints, 
and ſuch as are looſed from the burthen of the” fleſh; -are rejoycing for th 
the Conqueſt which they have pottea over the World, the: Fleſh, ad oy 
the Devil ; a ſinzing continually of Z4Fetujahs, of Songs and Piaims, ' 
and Thankſ2ivings unto God, for-giv.ng them the vittory through our Th 
Lord Jefus Chriſt. 10 ry 
2. Of the Milirant part on Earth, where the living Saints are ſtill be 
a fighting againſt the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil ; a ſighing - ba 
| | thel 


The way to Heaven. *Y 


| their manifold frailties, and fleſhly corruptions, and a longing to be 
difſolved, and to be with Chriſt. | 

» Now though this Militant Church of Chriſt be but one body, and 
Chriſt faith of his Dove, his undefiled one, That ſhe is but one. the encly 
ne of her Mother, Cant.6.9. Yet asthe vaſt Ocean, which 1s but one 
and the ſame Concourſe of Waters, hath divers Appellations, changeth 
ts Nzme, and is diſtinguiſhed by the leveral Regions on which 1t bor- 
ders; and there 1s the Spariſh Ocean, rhe- Frith Ocean, the German 
Ocean, ali which make but one and the [ame Sea: So the Holy Catho- 
lick Church, which is but. one body, hath divers names, and is diſtin- 
miſhed by the ſeveral Countries wherein the Members of it xcſtde; and 
there is the Greek Church and the Latina Church, the Engizh Citurcif 
and the Durch Church, &c. who though they may differ from each other 
n ſome Circumſtantial and Extrafundamental Points of Religion, yet 
ſolong as they agree in the Subſtantial and Fundamental Points there- 
of, have all one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſin, are all but Members of 
one and the- fame Holy Catnolick Church. One and the ſame Sun 
ſhoots out from it many Beams of Light, - one and the ſame Kingdom 
tath in it many Counties, one and the ſame Tree-many Branches, one 
aid the fame Body many Members ;, ſo hath alſo one and the ſame My- 
ſical Body of Chriſt, oe body but many members, ſaith the Apoltle, 
I Cor,12.20. | : 

Now the true and infallible marks whereby a particular national 
Church may be known to be a Member of the Holy Catholick One.are 
(z0ur Church of Englandhath well faid in her Articles of Religion, 
Artic.19.)The word of God ſincerely preached, and the bleſſed Sacra- 
ments rightly and duly adminiſtred., according to Chriſts Ordinance, 
addin what ever Congregation of men, profeſſing the Faith of Chriſt, 
the word of God is ſincecely preached, and the two Eſſential Sacra- 
ments of the Goſpel, Baptiſm,and theLords Supper.are rightly and du- 
hadminiſtred according to Chriſts Ordinance, by perſons -lawfully cal- 
kd, ſanctified,and ſet apart for the work of the Miniſtry , there is a 
true branch-of the Holy Catholick Church , and with it may any one 
that profeſſes himſelf a Chriſtian, ſafely joyn, and from it muſt no man 
that lives within the bounds and limits thereof preſume,to ſeparate him- 
klf if he will obtain Salvation. 

And that this Member of the HolyCatholick Church wherein we live, 
The national Church of England is ſuch a Church, we need not make 
ule of many words to prove, ſince that which is the beſt of witneſſes , 
Her works moſt clearly approve and manifeſt it, Her Dodtrines ſhe 


. confirms 
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confi-ms n-t by Traditions, Miracles or Dreams, by” the Decrees of 


Councils, or Decretals of Popes , but by the Holy. Scriptures, and ſhe: 


faith not, Src dicie Papa; but Sic dice? Dominu:.' The bleſſed. Sacra- 
meats, ſhe neither ſophiſticates nor mutilates; neither adds to them, 
nor ſubltracts from them. In adminiſtring the. Sacrament ef Baptiſm, ſhe 
ma'es no mixture of Salt, Spittle, Oyl, Milk, &c. bnt makes uſe only 
of pure Water, and the words of Confectation which Chriſt himſelf in- 
ſtituted, Baprizing w.th Water, in the Name of the Fatl er, Son and Holy 
Ch>#.. Inadminiſtring of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, ſhedoth 
not make a God of the Bread, and lift it up for the People to Worſhip 
and Adcre; nor doth ſhe think the Wine too good, for any but the 
Prieſts to drink ; but having Bleſſed and SanCified both Elements with 
the very words of Conlecration which Chriſt himſelf uſed, ſhe accord- 
inztohis Inſtitution and Practice, delivers both Bread and Wine into 
the hand of every particular Communicant. 

Charged is our Church on the one hand by the Paps/?s with Innovation 
and Separation; and onthe other hand by the Presbyrer and Settaries, 
wi h Popery and Superſtition. And I ſhall crave leave in a word, to 
vindicate her againſt them both. 

To the Papiſts, who charge us with Innovation and Separation, and 
ask us where our Church was before Luther? time.,we ſay at Rome, though 
lying hid there under a great heap of Pep;ſh Traſh ; and Luther with his 
Aſſociates did but that with better ſucceſs, which ' others before them 
had atremprted : As the Berengarians in Italy ;, the Waldenſes.in France ; 
the Haſſites 11 Germany; the Wickiiiſts in England, c. ſhake off the Cor- 
rupt.o 1s and Superſticzons of the Romriſh Innovators ; but did not ſepa- 
rate from and forſake the Orthodox, Primitive, Catholick Dottrines of 
the Churci of Rowe. | | 

The Church of E:gl-d holds no other DoQrine than that which the 
Church of Roxie TR did, and which St. Pl taught them in his 
Epiſtle unto them, v:z. þ!/tification only by the bloud of Chriſt. If upon 
this Foundation the Romarnzſts haye” bui't up a great heap of Wood, and 
Hay, and Stubblr, added as things neceſſary ro Salvation, The Adora- 
ticnof Images, '1'ne Invocation of Saints, The Supremacy of the Pope, 
The lawfulaeſs of Depoſing and Murthering.of Kings, Maſſes, Merits, 
Pardons, Purgatory,-and a number of the like Traſh, which were never 
preſcribed by God in his Word, never practiſed in the Church of God, 
no, not in the Church of -Romxe it felf, for the firſt Five Hundred 
Years after Chriſt, they, andnot we, are the Innovators, we ſeparated 
from themno farther then they ſeparated from themſelves, and their o#i- 
Sinal purity. Let 


though ve will;ner dowa-on.omr knees2ndhonopr hex for our Mother, 
yet we will run with open Arms to embrace her, !1and;will own her. for. 
cur elder 'Sifter.; Apd though we will\not give her a $UPremacy, over 
the reit of the National Churches of Chrift, yet we will grant, her a: 
primacy in the Ghurelof Chriſt; and becaute; Rowe was the chick, City , 
and Empreſ6 of the World , ber Biſhypibatl have the firſt place afſign-, 
ed him i!t a GenerakCouncil, if ever the Wartd;he ſo. happy as to have, 
00Ne A2ali. | yoory in, ; * Fi? y : 

Totar Presbyters:ard their ſpawnof SeQtaries, who charge us with, 
Popery at! Siperſticion ,, and ſay; that we! have borrowed moſt of our 
Kites and Ceremonies from, the Papiſts,.we;ſay,.: ;: - 


That if nothing wingh the Papilts:; þeligve-and_pratiſer is to be be- 
leved and praCtiled , by, us 4 we muſtgo look for ;a new- Ggd , a new , 


Chriſt , and a new Heaven,as well as a new Reljzion ; for they believe 


alithe Articles of the Three Orthodox Creeds,as well as we, hope to. 
be ſaved by the fame. Chriſt, and to go to the ſame Heaven that we . 


(9. - 


Church of Rome ,' ſhe did not ſeperate from,.and renounce what ſhe re. 


ceived from the ſacred Scriptures , from the faur firſtgeneral Councels 
and the Orthodox Fathers of the Church, but only from what ſhe inno- 


rated; was brought 11 and intruded upon theChurch of late years by the 
pride.and avarice, the ſuperſtition and fopperies of the Popes and their 
Confiſtories, ſhe pioully ſeparated the precious'fram the vile,winnow- 
ed away the Chaff from the Waeat,, kept what ſhe found. pious and pri- 
mitive , butfrejected what ſhe found to be ſuperſtitious and novel : Dig 
not caſt away both becaule the one was nought , and under pretence © 
reforming utterly deform Religion , did not run from one extream in- 
toanother, from Idolatry and the worſhipping of Images into profane- 
ws, and the not vouch(afing to worſhip God him(eit from a bad. reli- 
$01. into no Religion. | | 
She kept ſuch-a Decorum in her carriage , that when ſhe repudiated 
ad caſt off the too too gawdyſdreſs of the Babyloniſh Harlot,ſhe leapt 
not ſtraight with ſome of her Neighbour Siſters into the contrary ex- 
team of a ſlovingly Garb, but” having reſet unto the Apoſtolical Ca- 


nn, 1Cor.14.#1t. ſhe ordered all things in the publick worſhip of God, 


tO be dont decently anid.in order." I 4 } 2 {35 

| The'Ceremonies uſed in ourChurch arenot many and burdenſom, bus 

fewand ſignificant , ſuch as tend to Edificationand inſtruction, are not 
| - B Popith 
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Let the Chyrchaf Rowe return go her felf ant! age priggopl Pyrityzand 
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When the Church of  Enpland ſeparated from:and renounced the 


as comes Be A he R—RSU 
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Popiſh and Superſtitious, but Pious and Primitive, have their grounds 


in the Sgripture; the Approbation and Praftice-of Antiquity; and the: 


# 


Church of Chriſt in all Ages. | 1016 8 
Coine, come, be not more nice than wiſe, my over preciſe- and fcrupy. 


lous Bretheren ; but become ye now at length wiſe unto Salvation There. 


is 2 better way ſure to fly from one extream than to run into the other, 


even to embracethe golden means that lye between > What the Church- 


of Rome, 2s Popi{h, hath' innovated, -and is in her Erroneous and Super- 


ſtitiovs, reject with us and forſake : But what the Church of Rewe, as it 


wes Chriſtian, and a Depoſitory of the Sacred Truth, hath received 
from the Sacred Scriptures and Reverend Antiquity, and is in her Pjous. 
and Primitive, embrace with us and practiſe. And let us become one; 
joyn hearts and hands, as well in'praCtifing the Vertues we find in -the 
Church of Rome, as in oppoſing the vices and errours which we find in 
it. EM | | | 

Surely they who, for ſuch things as are of an indifferent nature, and 
which every 'particular Church hath power to alter and change, to im- 
Poſe or abrogate, ſeparate from our National Church of England, which: 
I have proved to be atrue Member of the: Holy Catholick Church, ex- 
poſe their Salvationto a great hazard ; for out of the Church:as ſaith my 
ſecond poſition; there ts-no ſalvation ro be obtained; the Lord addi;s 
unto the Church daily ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 

That the-Church is /7a Regia, the King of Kings High-Way to Hea- 
ven, and that there is no way for any. one to obtain Salvation, bur by 
being added to it, ' is:'moſt plainly demonſtrated unto us by that which 
St. Peter 1 Ep.3.20. calls the- Type and Figure of it, Noah's Ark: For 
28 all the People that inhabited the Old World; excepting only thoſe: 
Eight Perſons that entered into the Ark, periſhed in cheFlood of Wa- 
ters which God brovght on the Earth; So all the people of the New 
World, who enter not into the true Ark, 'the Church, ſhall be conſum- 
ed in that dreadful fire, wherewith God- will one day burn up both-the 
Heaven and the Earth. And therefore Baptukn which is-the Sacrament 
of initiation, the doorWwhereby we enter into the Church, is by St. Peter 
Tb.v. 21. faid to faves, as the Ark did thoſe of the Old World tiiat 
entered into 1t. $ 3 

Illuſtrated alſo is this Truth unto us in Scripture by divers apt Simill- 


tudes and Compariſons. --- -' | 


Called is the Church, C-/.1.18. A Body, of which:Chriſt is the Hezd, 
and every true Believer a Member in particular : Now as the Hea 


doth not impart his influences, and perform the Office of a Head to 2 
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13 Member that is ſeparated and divided from it : So Chriſt will not im- 
part the Divine Influences of his Saving Grace, and perform the” Office 
ofa Saviour unto any-one, but only unto ſuch as are united and added 
to his Bedy the Church. | | | | 

Compared is th2 Church to a Houſhold, and called. Eph. 2. 19. The 
Foxſhold of God ;, now as the Pater Familias, ard Maſter of a Honſhold, 
touzh he may out of charity ſometimes give-unto others, yet makes pro- 
non only for thoſe of his own Family ; to though. God out of his im- 
menſe bounty, and gracious goodneſs, imparts is general Mercies un- 
to all creatures, preſerveth both Man ard Beaſts; cauſeth his Sun to 
hine,and his Rain to fall on good and bad,juſt and unjuſt ;' vet his ſpeci- 
a favcurs,and ſingular graces be reſerves only for thoſe of his own Fami- 
fthe Church. He is good to 1/rag/ybut, chiefly unto thoſe in 1ſrael who' 
ze ofa pure heart , ſaith the Prophet, P/a/r1.73.1. He is the Saviour of 
l men, but eſpecially of thoſe that believe, faith the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 


4. 10, | 
; Likened is the Church. to a City, and called Heb.12.22. TheCity of the 
Living God., Now as a man cannot be protected by. the ſtrength of a 
City, and partake. of the priviledges-and immunities thereof, unleſs 
te put himſelf within the Walls, and become 2-Citizen ; So a Man can- 
tot be profected by that ſtrong City which hath Salvation appointed' 
for its Walls and Bulwarks , but only ſuch a one'as is admirred into the' 
New Zersſalem, and becomea Fellow Citizet! with the Saints. 

| Compared is the Church to a Mother, and calted Gal.4.26. The Me- 
ther of all Trus Bekevers. , Now as no one can.live a natural life without 
:Mothier'to conceive, bting forth, ſuckle and noutiſh him; ſo no man 
canlivea ſpiritual life, the life of grace here; and of glory heceafter,who 
1s not begotten of the immortal ſeed of the Word, of his Mother the 
Church, regenerated and new-born, who is not fed and nouriſhed up 
n found Dottrine by. the ſincere Milk whict iflueth forth of her two 
breaſts, the Bocks of the Old and New Teſtament : . And iv this ſence it 
$atri:e ard common faying among the Ancient Fathers,” F hat ke ſhall 
tor have Cod for his Father, whe hath not the Church for his Mother. 

Likened is the Church by our Saviour, Fehr 15.1. to a Vine, of which 
v$he there tells us he is the heart,. his Elect the Branches, now as that 
branch cannot bear Iruit excePt it abide in the Vine, no more car ye.faith 
ietohis Diſciples there, 0. 4. except ye abide *nme, intimating thereby. 
moſt plainly, that unleſs we be ingralted into Chriſt the trne Vine, and 
«ded to his Church, we can have_no true hopes of obtaining Life and 
Kration through him. Since it is confitmed then unto us by ſuch a —_ 
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of Witneſſes, that out of -the Church . there is no' Satvation tobe ll t: 
obtained. Dit TABS an, 20: 252020DAT DMIYICL 2.2 :] WR 


t. Groſs and abſurd is the opinion of thofe Libertines who think ; I fl 
man may be ſaved in any Religion; So he live an outward moral'civii Wl ir 
Life. The Jew in his Judiaſm. The Turk in his Mahometiſm. The Ml t! 
Heathen in his Paganiſm. - They may as well ſay thata man might be MI 
faved in the Flood out of the Ark, by climbing up to the top of ſome Ml © 
Houſe, or Tree, or Mountain. That a man being ſeparated from the le 
body may live, a branch Cut off from a Tree bear fruir. 

2. Fcarful and dangerous is the eſtate of thoſe Athieſts and ſenſual L 
worldlings, who neither regard any Church, nor think on any religion Ml i 
at all, but live like beafts always grazing 1n the earth and never ſo much Ml ? 
as lift up their hearts of eyes to heaven. | 0 

Ravyenous Rzi ens tmay, I gralit; find pleaſure' and preſent relief, out f 
of the Ark. And profane Eſauites,” may think themſelves happy e- MW * 


cet.of thoſe Factious and « chiſmarical Spizits, who but of pride and 1 


ternal ceremonies of 6ur Church, forlake the Society of the fairhful, t 
ſeparate themſelves from the lawful allowed Chnirch aſſembly, and re- a 
pair toConventicles and private meetings, where, having ng lawtul al- h 


preſume in .a publick COngregayen .to handle and expound the word. 

16 well arg exponnd; it never fo truely, 
doth 26Qtine ſulficiently qualificd for the 
Salvation 6f Souls. ar: how. can. they Preach Fxeept they be ſent, 
demands the'Apoſtle, Rom, 10.15. Proving moſt Plainly by this his i- 
| | | terrogative 


<<... 
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terrogative that effeCtual Preaching, ſuch as is ſufficiently qualified for 
the Salvation of Souls, is the proper work of the Miniſtry, of thoſe 
that are lawfully CaVed and Seat forth to execute this publique funRtion 
inthe Church. And no man, as faith the Apoſtle, Heb. 5. 4- may take 
this hence to himſelf, but he that is called of God as was Aaron (s. e.) 
unleſs he have as Aaron had, not only an inward call and inclination 
of the Spirit, but alſo an outward one, and a ſolemn ordination to the 
facred function. | 

4. Since there 1s no Salvati-n to be had ont of the Church, and the 
Lord addeth daily unto the Church ſuch as ſhall be faved / Oh how 
infinitely are they bound to be thankful unto God, and alwayes to praiſe 
and bleſs his holy name, who find themſelves to be placed in the ſtate 
of Salvation, or made viſible Members of the holy Catholick Church ; 
for it is not by their own natural inclination, nor by the care or pie:y 
either of their natural or ſpiritual Fathers, (though theſe be good 
helps. and means) that men are placed in the ſtate of Salvation and 
added to the Church, but by the exceeding goodneſs, mercy and grace 
of God. And it is as faith my third poſition, the Lord that daily 
adds unto the-Church ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. God is the principal agent 
in the great work of mens Salvation, he ts the Author and. Finiſher of 
our Faith, the beginner ard;perfeter of every.good work, yea he that 
moiketh in us both to will aud to do of his good pleaſure, as faith 
the Apoſtle, Phil: 2.13. 

Ribicca may, look the Veniſon, but it is I/2ac that muſt give the bleſ- 
ling; Paul way plant and Ap:Ho may water, Þur it-is God that gives tne 
inctcafe. He he it is, who perſivades wild Fapher to come and dwell in 
the tents cf gentle Ser, that being men, as, the Apoſtle phraſeth it, 
that were born Aliens from the Commonwealth cf 7/-ael, Strangers 
and Forreigners, to become fellow Citizens with the Saints, and of the 
houſho!d of God. | | 
\ Now this wort. of mans regencration, of his being begotten a new 
in the Goſpel, and add<d to the Church', God works not extroardi- 
narily, by miracie, but ordinarily by means. And the ordinary means 
Which God makes uſe. cf for the perfefting of this great work, we 
may find here in this Chapter, by the means which he uſed for tlie 
making of this great addition to the Church of 3co0 Souls, to be the 
word preached, faith tro apprehend and belive it, and baptiſm to. con- 

m and Sealit.”  -. De Op RE ERR vr” To 

Theſe primifive Cohvertshidthe word' preached unto them by Saint 
Pater : And being convicted in their Conſciences of the Truth Lf 
| they 
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they believ*d it. And applying themſelves to Saint Peter and the reſt 


of theApoſtles for advice what to do that they might be ſaved;they'were 
reſcribed by them the baptiſm cf repeatance for the remiſſion of their 
Fns. Repenrt, and be baptiſed every one of you inthe name of the 
Lord Jeſus for the remiſſion of fins, v. 38. And they as.it is teſtified, 
v.41. thankfully embraced his advice, gladly received his word, were 
immediately baptized, and on that very day there was a2 addition 
made unto the Church cf no leſs than 3000 Souls. | 
And of theſe initiating grounding Ordinances and Graces I woult 
more largely diſcourſe,but that I remember you are perſons, who being 
born of Chriſtian Parents, and with'n the-paie of the Church, are al- 
ready by Baptiſm added to the Church,and made viſible Members there. 
of; and therefore it is more ſeafonable and.neceſſary to ſhew you the 
way and means which you muſt be careful to uſe if you will keep poor 
ſelves in the Church and the State of Salvation ; and this if you will 
do, you muſt take theſe Primitive Chriſtians here at the 42. v. for your 
pattern ; For they being by Baptiſm added to the Church, continued 
{tedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip , and. breaking of 
Bread, and in Prayer. = | De 

And of theſe Four precious, preſervative,confirming Chriſtian Dyties 
I ſhall now by Gods gracious afliſtance orderly diſcourſe. © . .* 

And firſt. of the Apoſtles Doctrine: By the Doctrine of the Apo- 
ſtles is here ſignified" that form cf ſound Doctrine, concerning Chriſt 
and his being the true Meſſiah promiſed unto the Fathers, which the 
bleſſed Apoſtles firſt viva voce in their Sermons and Harangues deli 
vered unto the people, and afterwards for the inſtruction of che Church 
-ur:to the worlds end, wrote in their Goſpels and Epiſtles, 

This contains in it all things neceſſary unto Salvation, both as to the 
credenda, 2nd what we are io believe; ard to the ag. nia, and what we 
aretodo. And he who being by Baptiſm received into, and added to 
the Militant Church on earth, recei. es nothing as an Article of Faith, 
and receſlary to be believed, but what can imm<diately be induced 
out of the ho: y Scriptures; ard . hoin matters of Obedience reſigns up 
himſelf wholly ro the practice of rhoſe' Rules and NireCtions, which 
are given vs in the wholeſom words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Doctrine which is according to Gcdlineſs , ſhall-not fail in due time 

tobe madea glorious Member of the Church Triumphant in Heavef., 
' And able are holy Scriptures to make a man wile unto Salvation 
_throvgh Faith which js in Chriſt Jeſus, as it is written, 2 T*m.3-15- 


Surely 
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' Surely he who to Heaven will be direRed aright, muſt neither be 
guided by the falfe fire of the Conclave or the Conventicle, muſt nei- 
ther rely on unwritten Traditions, nor on unwarranted Revelations ; 
but muſt make that bright ſhining and unerring light,Gods holy Word, 
his onely Director and Guide, muſt neither add to-it, nor diminiſh 
from it ; muſt neither turn to the right hand and do more, nor to the 
ft havd and do lets, than is enjoyned him in the holy Scriptures. And 
xcurſed be he,. yea though he be 2n Angel from Heaven, that ſhall pre- 
ſume to preach any other Doctrine, contrary to that which the holy 
Apoſtles have delivered unto us, faith S. Parl, Gal.1.8. 

A Treaſury full of all manner of precious Stones is Geds holy 
Word, and.there is no one of what condition or quality, ſex or age ſo- 
erer, but hath his particular Rule given him in the Scripture, and 
may if he come'to the hearing or reading of Gods holy Word, with 2n- 
heart humbled and willing to be inſtru&ted, find what he in his particu- 
lar vocation and calling muſt eſpecially do and perform, what he muſt - 
eſpecially ſhun and avoid. | 

And ?tis indeed the Reformation of thoſe Abuſes which we commit 
' Nour particular Callings, wherein the power of Grace and Reljgion 
doth moſt eſpecially appear. Religion, Religion, my Brethren, is not 
athing merely cf publick and common profeſſion; it dwells not one- 
ly in Churches and Temples ; no, it hath a principal reſpect to the well 
ordering cf our particular and perſonal Callings; it faith to us as Chriſt 
did tothe man in the Goſpel, whom he diſpoſſeſſed of a Logion of De- 
vis, Go home to thy Houſe, and let thy tehaviour and car:1-ge there, 
evidenceand ſhew forth che truth and fincerity of thy Religion. 

We read Pewt.11.20. that the Fews were commanded to write Geds 
Law not onely on the Doors of their Temples, bur alſo on the Doors 
of their Houſes, tbat ſo they might medirate and think on it to do it, 
not oneiy on the Sabbath and holy Solemnities, when they were called 
upon to-£0 up into the Houle of the Lord ; but all the days of their life, 
ard43 oft as they went in and ovt at their cwn Doors; that fo they 
mght learn to regulate their perſonal [Imployments, and the works of 
their particular Callings, according to thoſe DireQtions which 2re given * 
by God in his holy Law. And ?tis indeed accerding to the ordering cf 
dur ſelves in oar particular Callines, that God will proceed with us at 
the laſt day; 2nd when ſummoned to appear hefore his dreadful Tri-. 
dunzl; we ſhall nor be called to give an account of other mens Steward- 
ſhips, but of our own, and how we have demeaned our ſelves-in that - 
late of life, wherein he hath been pleaſed to place us. 

es Surely. 
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- Surely Brethren, if we who have the Goſpel printed amongſt ys, $i- 
bles at home in our Houſes, and I hope read therein every-day ::If we MW ® 
who have the Goſpel preached among{t us, and may-it we be not floath- MW " 
ful and negligent cn every Lords day, hear it expounded afd applicd ;in « 
our Churches and Synagogues, - would inſtead of curiouſly 1nguiring out 
cf it with S. Peter, what. is other mens duty and required of them; 
ſet our ſelves with $. Pax to.inquire out of it, what is'Qur duty, and re- 
quired cf us in that ſtation whercin Ged heath placed us ; and {gt our 
*elves ſincerely about the doing of it, we ſhould moſt cleerly manifeſt 
our ſelves to be true Members of his Militant Church on earth, and 
ſhould not fail -in due time to be made glorious Members of his Church 
Triumpliantin Heaven. | | ae ond 

Tt ſecond thing which you muſt learn of thoſe primitive Chriſti» 
ans ; :ifafter you have been added to the Church, you will.continue 
and preſerve your ſelves in the Church, is to continue ſtedfaſtly in the 
Apoſtles Fellowſhip. By Fellowſhip with the Apoſtles is here ſignified 
conformity unto them, in thoſe laudable and deceat Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, Cuſtoms;and Orders, that were-practiled by them in their Church 
Aſſemblies and publick Mectings. - -In which whoſoever refuſeth to 
have Community and Fellowſhip with that Church, into which he is ad- 
mitted by Baptiſm, and of which he is mede a Member, is vcid not onely 
of all Religion, bur even of all Reaſon and common Civuity. 

The actions of Religion and Divine Worſhip are twofold, either 
Eſſential and ordinate, or circumſtantial and ſubordinate. | 

1. The eſſential and ordinate parts of divine Worſhip are Faith and 
Holineſs of Life , and our Rule for this muſt be Gods Holy Word, and 
we mult receive nothing as an Article of Faith, a thing abſolutely ne- 
ceſfary unto ſalvation , which catinot be immediately deduced out of it. 

2. The circumſtaniial and ſubordinate Actions of Religion, are the 
time,the place, the veſture, the geſture, which are required to be obſer- 
ied in our performance of Church Duties; and theſe things being not 
abloiutely determined cf God in his Holy Word, are left to the deter- 
mination of the Church : And God in that general warrant which he 
bas given the Church, 1 Cor.14.v1t. Let all things be done-dicently and in or- 
der, hath impowred her to-cut out and ſhape cach particular decency and 
order, as will belt ſuit with the condition,thecom!inels,and the edifica- 
tion of every particular National Church : and it is no more neceſſary 
that all Churches ſhould obſerve one and. the famcRites andCeremonies, 
than it 1s that all Nations ſhould wear one andthe ſame kind of cloaths. 


Surely 
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Surely theſe Qrders and Ordinances, Rites and: Ceremonies, which by 
or lawful Superiars, :we are enjoyned to obſerve in our. Church meet- 
ings and Aſſemblies, though they cannot immediately be deduced out 
of Gods Holy Word ; yet if they be not contrary unto it,but ſerve for 
decency and comlineſs in the ſervice-of God, are part of thoſe Ordinan- 
csof' men, unto which wearecommanded by St Peter, 1 Epheſ. 2. 13.to 
{bmit for the Lords ſake ; And therefore though pride or arrogancy , 
contempt or neglect, to violate and break the eſtabliſhed Order of the 
(wrch, is to be guilty of no leſs crime than Diſokcedience to the Com- 
nerds of God ;, Indeed the word x5:y21iz which ourTrantfators here ren- 
tr Fillowſhip , Is the very word, witch St.Pawl , in the 1Cor.16.3-ufeth 
whgnify the Collefiens and Comributions,which were made for the poor, 
ad that in-this ſenſe it is to be taken here,is the opinion of the incom- 
jaable, judicious Dr. Hammond in his Annotations on that place. 
Pioully, indeed with great praiſe to themſelves, and much comfert 
to the afficted, Memhers of Chrij? were Colletions for the poor ordained 
by the Apoſtles to be uſcd in their Church meetings, As I havegriven or- 
dr unto the Church of Galatia, Even ſo do yee (faith St. Paul) to his 
Corinthians, 1 Cor. 16.. 1 on the firſtday of the week, Let every one 
lay by of hs ſtore as God hath proſpered him for the poor. | 
And though the praQtice of this Apoſtolical, Primitive , and moſt 
Criſtian duty be ſtriftly injoyned in our Liturgy , to be uſed on every 
Lords day ,, and (olemn Feſtival, and after the Sermon is ended, the 
Prieſt is required to return to the Lords Table;and thereby reading ſ{cme 
lect portions of Scripture ,. to ſtir up the people to acts of Alms-gi- 
ing, Charity and Piery ; yet to the eternal ſtain of the Piety and Cha-, 
_ n Prieſts and people be ir ſpoken , it is but in very few places 
Wlerved. FS | ; 
|Many of our Prieſts who ſeem to be!! zealous obſervers of the Litur- 
g7of our Church , are notwithſtanding to fave their own purſes , and 
tecauſe they will not give good example unto others, very looſe in pre- 
tiling this principal part of it, and rarely or never (unleſs upon ſome 
atraordinary occaſion) do they ſtir-up their people to Almſgiving, and 
Charity, expoſing themſelves thereby to that woe which our ſaviour in 
tle Goſpel pronounced againſt the Scribes and Phariſees, Mat. 23. 23» 
for their ſtrict obſerving the leſſer matters of the law , the tything of 
Mint, Anniſe, and Cummin, and their negleCt of the weightier mat- 
ters thereof, the praCtiſe of Judgment, Mercy-and Faith. 
| And though moſt of our people think that their ready and chearful 
Paying of theſe rates, and taxes, which wy requiredof them, for _ 
N 1 
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lief of the poor and the repairing of the Chureh, - wilt excuſe them for 
not givingany thing at the Offertory ; yet they muſt khow'that in pay- 
ing theſe rates and'taxes there is nothing of Religion, miore''then ohe- 
dience unto the Law, and it is no more than Turks and Pagans, if they 
lived amongſt us, ſhould pay, or than-the Heriticks and Schiſmaticks 
that dolive amongſt us, do pay. God approves of no-forced oblations 
and nought bur Free-Will offerings will pleaſe him : ard therefore if you 
will find favour in his fight, and be accepted when: you preſent: your 
{elves before him, you muſt not come empty handed, but muſt bring 
your preſents with you when you come into his Courts, ſaith David, 
Pſal. 96. 8. your gifts when. you come to his Altar, faith Chriſt, 
Matih. 5.13. | 


- Never, Oh never think brethren, that Godwho hath given you all 
that you have, will accept at your hands thoſe *cheap facrifices of Pray-- 


cr;Praiſe, - or Hearing, that loſt you but a little lip and ear-labour. 
You know who it was that ſaid, It is a more bleſſed thing to give, then 
toreceive, And there is aſſuredly more of Chriſtianity and true Re- 
ligion in one merciful tender hearted, compaſſionate aCt of mercy and 
charity, than there is in the fruitleſs hearing of an hundred Sermons, or 
in the vocal uttering'a thouſand Prayers and Praiſes.” * © 

And verily, if men would but ſpare- ſomething out of their weekly 
ſuperfluities- and idle- expefces, to bring with them on Gods day; 
to Gods houſe, there to offer it up unto him as a Teſtification of their 
gratitude, and thankfulneſs.umto him for the many Mercies he hath 


izetowed: upon them; they would find itfofar from impairing, that it 


would'-improve-their cftates--and draw down a bleſſing upon all the 
works of their- hands: The - '-- | | 


3- Thing that we wuſt learn of theſe Primitive Chriſtians, ;if we 


will keepand preſerve our ſelves in the Church and in the State of Sal- 
vation,.is to he conſtant Gueſts at Gods: holy Table; and to continue 
ſtedta(t in the breaking of bread, for rhey, Ge. | 
© By breaking of bread is here ſignified che holy Communion and the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, tia the Celebration of which , for our 
better apprehenſion of his Death and Paſſion, and to ſet him forth as it 
were evidently crucified 'before our Eyes, our Lord commanded that” 
breaq {hou!di:be broken, and Wine poured out, and deliyered to' the, 
Church and:Congregation of the Faithfal. 7-7 IO ot 
Breaking of -bread and eating of bread are oft, I grant'in the.Old Te- 
{tament uſed to ſignifie, an ordinary and common meal ; but in the New 
Teſtament, eſpecially after our Saviours inſtituting of his ho'y _— 


r# 
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itis uſed to figmthie- the Holy "Communion \of the Botly' 4nd Blond” of 
our Lord, and yin this ſenſe it, ismot only ufed' here, bit aff in Ac 
20. 7. And in this'ſenſe it is {ti]] uled'by fome of our Settaries, who u- 
ſually .expreſs the, Sacramievt of 'the Lords Sepper; by the rerms of 
breaking, of bread. I VIE DT) a ol FI EET. 
- And verily the thankfol remembrance of his” Death ,' which "Chit? 
hthTequired'of- vs; /o oft as we rt vA HIT Brett hel drink oF 15 Cp, 
ſhonld to manifeſt The! gratitiie $48 Topes ih our feart and Patt 
always carry about in dur'Bodjts, 12 dyiry of "the £44 Toſs He always 
(3e.)as oft as opportunity'is offered, celebrated inns | GY 
Seldom met the Fathers of ont” Faith! , the ApoſHes, and primitive 
Chriſtians (eſpeciaHy-oh the Lords DayY Hut they h1d with the Word 
preached -and 'Prayer; the B9lg: Sicralmviit all adminiftred 'aman> 
them * And in ithjtationof this ApoſtofitaFprimitive practiſe ,H isthe 
conſtitution of 'onr Mother the Ch#cl/ of * Enplemd,- That the 'Aoly Sa- 
crmentof the Lords'Supper,” ſhould - in Cxthedfal ' and Colleciate 
Churches ( where there are many Prieſts and Deacons',, who bein® 
Chriſts menial” Servants” odghs thieilly-to 'commemotate- his De#th?) 
ſhould on every Lorfls'Diy ah@FeſtivaFbe'adminiftred;in Oppidal Hil 
great Congregations rronthly; in Rural 4nd the leaf! © Alfembtics quar- 
terly - And 'to thind thepeoplevf This* moſt Chriftian Duty, ard to 
ſhew his readineR8-toadminiſter; if 'the-peope were pijouſty diffoſed;to 
receive the Holy Sacrament, is the Prieft by the Rubrick of our Church 
mjoytied on Every Pords Day and Feftibil to ſand) at the Commuiiioh 
"00 thete'to tead all the Cpmititnijon Servideppoinred for that 
LTD OBS SUUTHTOG DOE OD DITTVR UG MIT BVFLY CIO) BO 198) 
' No greater teſtimony aſſuredly can any'man give of his Chriſtianity, 
and that he is truly thankful ynto-God for giving his *Son to dye for 
his {ms , and hopeful by virtue of his death to eſcape eternal death 
and damnation', than when he finds joy and delight and ſpiritnaFples- 
fire;*ih that great miſtery of-our Relivion, the oft commwnicatins and 
fedmg 6n the Body and Bloud of his'Saviour; rh&' only mevifwhith 
te hath ordained '; to make us always mindful of what he did and fuf- 
tered for us. This this,the truelyPjous manwiſhes,might not only be his 
ferly, quarterly',”and monthly food ; but even his daily bread, and 
teis even fick of ſpiritual hunger when he comes to the Church and 
inds not a Communion there. : [IE ne 
© And ſurely they-who when the Holy Sacrament js adminiſtred in that 
patticular Churchaand Congregation, - whereof they are members , re- 
faſe' (without ſome lawful cauſe, and impediment) to come and Com- 
C 2 municate 
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aForm of Prayer to be uſed; on Sundays and Holydays, bnt a Form to 


' be uſed on every day of the week. And the Curate that miniſtreth in 


every particular Church or Chappel of this Nation,is bound by theRubris 
of the Charch,daily Morning and Evening to ſay Common Prayer in the 
Church wherein he Mimſtreths | 

To be the Lords Remembrancer daily morning and evening, to mind 
him of the peoples wants, and to intercede for them, is, what everthe 
world thinks of it, the chief and.principal-part of the Prieſtly office: 
But alas ſuch Prieſts are here now a days as rare. to be found, as black 
ſwans : And the world had not morecauſe of old, tro-complain of un- 
preaching Miniſters,. than ſhe has- now ok. unminiſtring Preachers, moſt 
Miniſters. contenting themſelves with a:fingle preachment on the Eords 
dy, altogether: negletting the principat parts of: their Priefts office, 
daily morning and evening to offer up unto God the Prayers and Praiſes 
of the Church in behalf of the people. _ =P 

I know the Prieſts are-wont to Jay the fault on thePeople, and to fay 
that they will not come to joyn withthem in Prayer, on the week days ; 
and the People again retort it back upon the Prieſts , and ſay that they 
will not be conſtant and continue in the practiſe of this duty : But to 
ſpeak truth to the ſhame of. both parties , -it is from the profaneſs and 
impiety ,, the worldlinefs and” wickedneſs that now a days harbours jn 
the hearts, both of Paſtor.-and+People , that this Heavenly imploy- 
ment is altogether negleted amongſt us, and men can find time for 
the doing of any thing , rather than the ſervice of God, Butler him 
20 (what ever he be) both for a worldtIv and a wicked one too, who 
thinks he can make- better uſe of his time , than to beſtow it upon God, 
and his {crvice., or that any part of his time is better ſpent, than that 


- which is ſpent in his houſe in Prayer and Praiſes. 


Aman may I gra:t builda Church in his boſom. and ſerve God in his 
beart, though he never cloath his thoughtswich words, and he doth ſo 
Wieneyer with holy Hannah he prayeti-filently in his heart unto Ged. 


| Aman may build a Church at his beds fide, and ,he doth fo, whenever 


he doth humbly proſtrate himſelf in prayer before God. A man mzy 
maxea Church of his Houſe, and he doth ſo as oft as he there with his 
Fanily offers up the Sacrifice of P,a 'erand Praiſe unto God.: But oh ! 
It is the higheſt exalration, the nobleſt Devotion of a truly pious Soul, 
when it praiſeth God in his Sanctuary, praiſeth him in the Congregation 
of his Saints; and he is with David, Pſal.122.1. Eventraviſhed with joy and 
Wadneſs, whenever he is called vpon to go intothe Houle of the Lord to 
perform this. 

Pray 
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: Pray, pray, pray, my beloved Brethten, always, in albplaces; and-iip. 
on all occaſions, but'by-nb means neglect yethe pablick-Prayers cf: the 
Church. Carry always about within you good thoughts and, pions me- 
ditations , -and live-ye holily'and -well, fo ſhall you makea Temple 
of your bodics, aud have always a Chungh within you.. Govern well 
your own families, and bring up your Children and-Servants. in the 
nurtore and admonition- of the-Lord',-and let the Boont:offering;of 
prayer , and.praiſe be daily Morning and Evening , offered up! there 
ſo ſhall you always dwelt in Hallowed ground, and have with '7?{lems, 
a Church at home in your own houſe. * But O let your teet never fail to 
to tread Gods Courts, and to frequent' his houſe of) prayer, when e- 
ver publick common Prayer"(though nothing-elſe): be ſaid there, fo 
ſhall you manifeſt your ſelves ,' to'be Gogls 'mehjal andhoyfhold ſer- 
vants ; and ſhall not fail to/partake of- the bleſſings which he hath pro- 
miſed , 7/al. 84. 5, to thoſe that Uwell' in his houſe and are always 
praifing lum, - - Gu 9h WD VE UG Cn 9! 
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